
Letter from the ex-President of NBC Lawrence K. Grossman 
June 13, 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
In January 1996 I was asked by David Burke, Chairman of the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors, to serve on an independent four person panel to study the editorial integrity and 
fairness of Radio Marti. 
 
I was President of NBC News from 1984 to 1988 and President and CEO of the Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS) from 1976 to 1984. I taught journalism and lectured at the 
University of Miami and Harvard University, where I held the Frank Stanton Chair on the First 
Amendment at the John F. Kennedy School of Government. I am author of the book “The 
Electronic Republic, Reshaping Democracy in the Information Age,” (1995, Viking Penguin), 
among others I currently serve as Vice Chairman and cofounder of Digital Promise, an 
independent nonprofit company dedicated to transforming education and skills training using 
advanced information and digital technologies. Digital Promise was authorized by Congress and 
signed by President George Bush in 2008 and launched by President Barack Obama in 2012. 
 
Other proposed members of the four person panel to evaluate Radio Marti were Ben Bradlee, 
former executive editor of the Washington Post, and Joan Konner, dean of the Columbia 
University School of Journalism, both of whom I knew, and Luis Aguilar Leon. I did not know 
Mr. Leon, who we were told, was an editor of a Spanish language newspaper published in 
Florida. 
 
We certainly were never informed, nor was I aware when we met in an introductory meeting in 
Washington, that Mr. Aguilar Leon was employed by Radio Marti at the time. Nor did a 
newspaper article about the proposed project, published on January 25, 1996, identify Mr. 
Aguilar Leon as anything other than an editor at El Nuevo Herald, a newspaper I had never seen. 
 
Recently, I was surprised to learn that Mr. Aguilar Leon worked for many years at Radio Marti, 
from its inception in 1985, including the time that the four of us met in Washington, DC, to 
discuss plans for the proposed study of Radio Marti. Had I known that fact then, I undoubtedly 
would not have accepted Mr. Aguilar Leon as an impartial, independent participant in the 
project.. 
 
At that introductory meeting it became clear to me that we could not carry out an appropriate 
evaluation of Radio Marti’s programming since neither Ms Konner, nor Mr. Bradlee, nor I was 
fluent in Spanish. We informed Mr. Burke of that fact and, as far as I know, the study was 
abandoned. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lawrence K. Grossman 


